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As a result of r ecoElmendations made by Governor Bradford 
and of specific l eGis l a tion, the Commission took a much IilOre 
ac tive part in the deve lopment of the Logan Airport than it had in 
the past ~ Otherwise, t he ac tiviti e s of the Cor,lnission were sir.lilar 
in substance to those of last year vii th a substantial increase in 
degree . The highlights of our ac tivities , financial and aeronau-
tical statistics, and recoL~endations for legislation follow: 
ACr:2IVITI:2S 
LOGan Airport. 
Cons tr~ction . On r:ay 5 , 1 947 , the Comniss:LOn subnitted 
a report to Governor Bradford enti t l eo. , II j~n Action Pro ::.~raIi1 for 
LOGan Air~)orti'. This study vms cr i tica l of capital p roposals before 
the General Court, and among other thinGs recOY.lr.1Emded a reduction 
in the ext ont of the p l anned terainal construction from thirty-five 
air l ine statlons to eic;htoen stations . 1'he reason :201" this recom-
m.enG.a tion vIas that in the opinion 'of the Cor,1Y.lis s ion the p l anned 
runway pattern could not at peak capacity handle enough airQraft to 
use @ore than eiGhteen stations . The appropriation act for the 
further c onstruction of Logan l imited the number of airline stations 
t.o eighteen in accordance VJi t h t he COr'1J:11ission's recorll:lendations , 
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r.~anagement. The appropriation act referred to above 
also specified that all contracts and leases for land, offices, 
landing fees, concessions, etc. entered into by the Department of 
Public rJorks , the agency controlling the airport, should be subject 
to the approval of the Aeronautics Commission. In line with the 
responsibility established by this statute, the Con~ission reviewed 
numerous proposals submitted by the Department of Public i"V'orks and 
failed to approve a mID.ber which appeared to be undes irable from 
the standpoint of sound business management. Among others, proposals 
to permit the operation of a limousine service with no concession 
income to the CorlUl1onwealth, the continuance of a small penalty 
landing fee for personal aircraft, and the attempted imposition 
of gasoline and oil gallonage fees in a pparent contravention of 
existing agreements we re not favorably considered . 
Bedford Air90rt. 
Cancellation of the Government's lease to the state-owned 
Bedfor d Airport was effected on October 1, 1947. At the sane time, 
the CommonwEJalth received from the Goverrment title to 612 additional 
acres of land toee ther with improvements and equipment , a total 
estimatod value of (,2,400,000.00, the latter being the return on 
the COn1IilOnwealth's investment of ~,(55,000 .00 nade for 507 acre s of 
land in 1941 , 
The consUI!1ation of this transaction b:T the Cortlmission 
now permits the fullest development of this important airport on 
a sound planning and financial basis for the future. 
As a direct result of this settlEJYJent, annual revenue 
• 
rates increased from ~h"'19 ,000.00 in September 194.:7 to ~:,A7 ,000. 00 as 
of October 1947 with a correlated increase in revenue producing 
- 3 -
tenants and an increase of flying from 11~000 traffic movements for 
November 1946 to 20,000 in November 1947 and increase in based 
aircraft from 30 to 60 (exclusive of Air Force aircraft) ove r the 
same period. 
'. iith the benefit of improvements approved in last year's 
appropriation, and those additional capital outlays requested in the 
budget for the current year, there is every reason to believe that 
the Airport can be pla ced on a self-supporting basis within tho next 
Its function as an airport supp lementary to the Log&n 
Airport and as an intergrated link in the Boston Netropolitan 
Airport System is already being felt and will become increasingly 
important. 
NOjse Reduction. 
Dith the great increase in flying activity ~hich is 
reflected in the statistics, there was a corresponding increase in 
the number of complaints of noise disturbance from residents of the 
Commonwealth, particularly those living in the Greater Boston ['. r eCt. . 
Tho Conrrnission has l)Aen active both in attempting to reduce the 
disturbanc e created by existing aircraft and in impressing upon the 
manufacturing industry the importance of developing a less disturb-
ing product. rJ ith the Civil Aeronautics Administration, the 
Commission brought about the establishment of a clear weather 
• 
traffic pattern for the Logan Airport which both increased the 
altitude of aircraft passing over any part of Boston, and also 
remove d all airline traffic from the most heavily built up sections 
of the metropolitan district. 
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Municipal AJ.Eport Aid 
The Aeronautics Comr,lission, acting as statutory agent, 
submittod applications for Federal Airport Funds for twenty-five 
municipalities . Of these applications, twenty w.ere for small 
airports, construction to be undertaken during the fiscal year 1947, 
and five were for large airports with construction slated for 1948. 
Early in the year fifteen tentative allocations for 
Class I to III airports were made by the Civil Aeronautics Administra-
tion. Eost of tho municipalities concerned were unwilling to accept 
the proposed Grants without state aid, in view of the fact that 
such aid was authorized by statute o Late in June, (750 ,000 was 
appropriated to the Aeronautics Fund for matching federal and local 
funds. As a result of tentative allocations which were immediately 
made fror .. this fund, the cities of Fall River, Gardner, Lawrence , 
and. Pittsfield, the towns of Nantucket and Provincetown , and Dukes 
County completed all arrangenlents for the construction or improve-
ment of public airports . 
In August we were informed. of tentative allocations of 
f ederal funds for large airports invol vin,3 ':iorcester, Fitchburg, and 
Logan • State aid VUlS offered to \lorce s ter and Fitchburg, and it is 
anticipated that construction work on these airports will start in 
the spring of 1948. 
The Cor.nnlssion has submitted twenty-slx appllcations for 
Federal Funds for Massachusetts municipalitios to be included in the 
1948-1949 federal program, for which appropriations have not yet 
been made by the United States. 
, , 
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Air Markin& 
Prior to the war ~,1assachusetts was well covered wi th air 
markers, large signs on the roofs of buildings to be used by aircraft 
for determining their position in clear weather. All of these air 
markers were obliterated during the war as a defense measure. 
This year funds were appropriated for air qarking, and 
in Oc tober the Commis s ion started work with its own crew and materials,. 
Some air markers have b80n established by the Feder2.1 Governnent on 
a matching basis with the state, and a few have been installed by 
public spirited organiz8.tions. To date there are thirty-five new 
air markers •. 
:enforcement 
The highlight in enforcement for the year vIas the assump':" 
tion, pursuant to legislative mandate, of the investigation and 
prosecution of violations of aeronautical law and regulations, The 
Commission has tVJO aeronautical inspectors who devote a good portion 
of their time to this. 
Nineteen pilots were prosecuted and convicted in court, 
compared with a total of six for tho corresponding period of last 
year. 
~ach of these trials received considerable newspaper 
publicity. As a result, there has been a notab10 decrease in the 
number of complaints 9~ violations. 
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STATISTICS 
Financial 
Expenses vs. Allotments 
Since the period covered by the report does not 
correspond to the fiscal year, allotuents from appropriations, 
rather t han total appropriations are used as a basis of funds 
available for tho twelve months covered. 
Allotmonts - Administrative 11/30/46-11/30/47 
Exponsos 
Allotments - Bedford Airport. 11/30/46-11/30/47 
Expenses 
Income at Bedford Airport 11/30/46-11/30/47 
Rent 
Landin~ Fees 
Gasoline & Oil Fee s 
U.S. Army prop. share field 
liehting & sewerage cost 
rus co llaneous 
216.00 
3,465.36 
3,34G.97 
608.21 
Q21j321.,80 
(' 1':9 5'-'7 49 
'1i' 0 , ;) • 
52,924.86 
(r 7 5 , 91.6 • 64 
68,857.06 
~:. The income rat e was substantially increased in October 1947, 
when the Cor~onweGlth took title to the entire property comprising 
the Bedford Army Air Fi$ld. 
Municipal Airport Aid 
As of lJovembe r 30, 1947 the Commission had 
obligated ~387,259.50 and had r ese rved ~295,000.bo of the ~750,000.00 
appropriated by the Co~aonwealth for state, county and municipal 
airport aid as follows: 
Airport 
Pittsfield 
Provinc e t own 
Fall River 
'j'orceste r 
Fitchburg 
Gardner 
Nantucket 
Martha's Vineyard 
Lawrence 
Total 
Airport 
Bedford 
North Adams 
Norwood 
Total 
Grand Total 
Funds Obligated 
(,71,975.00 
~44,839.50 
&r 65 ,795.00 
$137,500.00 
&P8,750.00 
d
'
,,., 
'li'SJl.8,675.00 
&' 
.;ylO,005.50 
~7,114.50 
~22,605.00 
d ~387,259.50 
Funds Rese rved . 
~260,000,,00 
~)30) 500.00 
{ 
'tr'4,500.00 
(' 
-w295 ,000.00 
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'Work to be Done 
Construction of a 3500 foot runway 
with taxiways and building area. 
Construction of a 3500 foot runway 
with taxiways and building area. 
Construction of a 3500 foot runway 
with taxiways and building area and a 
1600 foot runway. 
Acquisition and preparation of hangar 
and terminal area land. 
Installation of runway lighting 
system. 
Construction of a 2200 fo ot runway 
with taxiways and building area. 
Construction of access road and plane 
parking aprons. 
Construction of access road, automo-
bile and plane parking areas. 
Erosion control and preparation of 
additional plane parking areas and 
hangar sites. 
Work t o be Done 
Preparation of parking aprons, hangar 
areas, and taxi strips. Replacement 
of town and county roads which now 
lie within the landing area. 
Construction of a 2500 foot runway 
with tax iways, building and parking 
areas. 
Construction of access road from 
Route 1. 
By The Commission (12)~:-
10/8/47 - 11/30/47 
Ashfield 
Bedford (Town) 
Bedford (Airport) 
Franklin 
Goshen 
Hinsdale 
Natick 
Sheffield 
Southbridge 
\'latertovm 
1:Jellesley 
Uinchester 
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Airmarkers Installed 
By C. A • A. (19 ) By Others (4) 
Adams Boston (2) 
Belchertown Westwood 
Blandford 'Uilliams town 
Dalton 
Dudley 
Great Barrington 
• Holden 
Hubbardston 
Millbury 
North Brookfield 
Northampton 
North Grafton 
Palmer 
paxton 
Sterling 
Templeton 
Vlare 
Westboro 
~ 
\': illiamsburg 
~:- Six (6) others completed c.uring the period 11/30/47 - 12/23/47. 
- 9 -
Landing Areas Approved by the Conrrnission 
Total Nov. 30, 1946 Total Nov. 30, 1947 
11unicipal Airports 18 21 
Commercial Airports 46 53 
Commercial Seaplane Bases 7 17 
Total 71 91 
Registration 
Total Nov. 30, 1946 Total Nov. 30, 1947 
Aircraft 
Pilots 
696 
1657 
Accidents 
Fatal 10 
Personal Injury 33 
Other 69 
Total 112 
1205 
3316 
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RECm.:MENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATION 
By and large the l.aws under vlhich the Aeronautics 
Commission acts have been refined to a point where very few changes 
appear to be necessary or desirable, although it is recommended that 
the structure of the aeronautical laws be reviewed and that they all 
be placed in a separate chapter with a logical and consecutive 
arrangement of sections. The following detailed recol11l'!1endations are 
submitted and drafts of appropriate legislation are attached~ 
Short Term Lea,ses at the Bedford Airport. 
At the present time, all leases and concessions require 
the approval of the Governor and Council. It is frequently desirable 
and economically beneficial to grant concessions and other rights for 
a short period of time, as during air meets and other special events. 
The complexity of the procedure presently required makes this 
difficult, if not impossible. It is recommended, therefore, that 
the Couwission be authorized to enter into leases which are of a 
temporary nature and whose term, and any extension thereof, does not 
exceed six months, without the approval of the Governor and Council. 
Police Power at Bedford~ 
No employee of the Commission is presently authorized to 
exercise police power on the state's airport at Bedford for the 
purpose of enforcing the aeronautical laws and regulations. It is 
therefore recommended that this authority be granted. 
Police Power for Inspectors. 
Inspectors of the Aeronautics Commission are responsible 
for the enforcement of aeronautical regulations on state, municipal, 
and conrrnercial airports in the Commonwealth, all of which must be 
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approved for operat~on by the Commission. At the present time there 
are ninety of these. Inspectors have no more authority than any 
citizen to apprehend a violator of aeronautical regulations. De 
recomraend, therefore, that they be given such authority with respect 
to aeronautical matters on and in the vicinity of all airports in 
~.lassachusetts • 
Bedford. 
The Commonwealth has acquired a great deal of property at 
Bedford, some of which may in the future not be essential for the 
further development or efficient Qperation of the airport. Under 
existing law it is impossible for the Commission to sell capital 
assets regardless of whether or not they are of any use. 1:Je 
recomr.lend, therefore, that the Commission be authorized to dispose of 
such property, the proceeds to be credited to the aeronautias fund. 
State Aid Program. 
The state aid program for municipal airports has been of 
great influence in airport development in Uassachusetts. \'1e recom-
mend that this program be continued. 
Salary of the Bedford Airport Manager; 
Existing law provides that the salary of the Bedford 
Airport 11anager shall be established by the Commission with the 
approval of the Governor and Council, but sets a limit of ~5,OOO. 
-In view of the fact that a higher salary than this may be justified 
both to keep in line with comparable practise throughout the United 
States and to insure the most efficient and economical management, 
we recomrl1end that this limitation be removed. 
Director of Aeronautica 
(Bill No.1) 
A N ACT relative to the Authority of the Aeronautical 
Inspectors of the ~.lassachusetts Aeronautics 
Commission. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows: 
Section 1. Inspectors appointed by the Massachusetts 
Aeronautics Cow:lission as provided in section fifty-nine of 
chapter six of the General Laws, with respect to the enforcement 
of laws relating to aeronautics shall have and exercise throuehout 
the con~onwealth all the powers of constables, except the services 
of civil process, and shall have and exercise as aforesaid all the 
powers of police officers, including the power to arrest any 
person who violates any provision of the aviation law as contained 
in chapter ninety of the General Laws and the rules and regulations 
established by the Massachusetts Aeronautics Conmlission as provided 
in said chapter ninety, and they may serve all processes lawfully 
issued by the courts. 
Section 2. The clerks of the several district courts in the 
commonwealth shall send to the ~.l assachusetts Aeronautics COnIDlission 
an abstract of the records of said court, in all cases where a 
complaint has been issued, for violations of any law, regulation, 
or ordinance involving aeronautics, by said district court. 
(Bill No 2) 
A N ACT giving Certain Employees of the Laurence G. 
Hanscom Field at Bedford Police Powers while on 
duty at said Field. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows: 
Section 1. Persons employed by the commonwealth of 
Massachusetts at the Laurence G. Hanscom Field located in the 
towns of Bedford, Lincoln, Concord and Lexington, r.Iassachusetts, 
shall have, upon written authorization by the airport manager, 
appoint ed under section five of chapter four hundred and forty-
two of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six, the power of 
police officers within the bounda:eies of said Hanscom Field and 
in the buildings owned or rented by the commonwealth on said 
field. They may, upon view of any misdemeanor committed in their 
presence, while on duty, arrest the person cOTItraitting such 
misdemeanor and shall have the power: to enforce any of the 
rules and regulations now known as the tlBedford Airport 
Re8ulations 1/; to guard against tr'espass, theft, or damaGe; to 
. 
keep order; to direct the public when assigned; to direct the 
flow of traffic and the parking of f.lotor vehicles; and to perform 
other properly related duties as required. 
(Bill No 3) 
A N ACT relative to the Disposal of Surplus Property at 
the Bedford Airport (Laurence G. Hanscom Field). 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows: 
Section 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission is hereby authorized to sell, 
after due public notice, any buildin~s, structures, gravel, loam, 
or growing things situated on or at the Laurence G. Hanscom Field 
which the comruission deternines not to be necessary for the 
efficient development or operation of the Laurence G. Hanscom Field, 
known as the Bedford Airport. 
Section 2. All receipts from the sale of such property shall 
be credited to the Aeronautics Fund. 
(Bill No 4) 
A N ACT ' relative to the making of Certain Leases by the 
Nassachusetts Aeronautics Commission. 
Be it enacted by the Sonate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the 
saLle as follow s : 
Section 1. Section 51A of chapter 90 of the General Laws, 
inserted by section 4 of chapter 582 of the acts of 1946, is 
hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following new 
sentence:- Provided that any such lease which is of a temporary 
naturE; and whose term, or any extension thereof does not exceed 
six months, may be entered into without the approval of the 
govornor and council. 
• 
• 
" 
(Bill No.5) 
A N ACT relative to the salary of the Bedford Airport 
Hanager. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
sa~e, as follows: 
Section 1. Section 5 of Chapter 442 of the Acts of 1946 is 
amended by striking in the sixth line of Section 5 the words: 
I1not exceeding ~5,OOO." 
(Bill No.6) 
A HAC T relative to the Appropriation of Funds to provide 
the State's Share of the Cost of Construction of 
Airports under the Federal Airport Act. 
VJHERLAS, The funds provided for by this act are needed for the 
purposes hereof in the very near future, therefore it is 
hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows: 
.. 
Section 1. The amount of 
dollars is herby appropriated to the Aeronautics Fund, established 
by section thirty-nine C of chapter ninety of the General Laws, 
inserted by section one of chapter six hundred and seven of the 
acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six, for the state's share of 
the cost of airport construction, as provided in section thirty-
nine F of chapter ninety of the General Laws, as most recently 
amended by section four of chapter five hundred and ninety-three of 
the acts of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-seven, to be 
available for matching federal funds for the nineteen hundred and 
forty-nine fiscal year and succeeding years including the 
commonvlealth's share of projects at the state owned airport at 
Bedford. No payment shall be made or obligation incurred by the 
commonwealth in carrying out any of the provisions of this act until 
(Bill No . G con ' t) 
plans , specifications and contracts therefor , and alterations 
thereto subsequently proposed have been approved by the 
r.Iass achusetts Ae ronautics Commission , such approval being all 
r equired by the c Ol,monweal th . 
